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Proposed Zoning Amendments 2026

(Futl Language Version)

(Note: Amendments 1-4 are based on new state requirements or mandates' )

Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 1 to the Goffstown Zoning

Ordinance, aS proposed by the Ptanning Board, to amend the definition of Accessory

Dwel,ting Unit (ADUs) in the ZoningGtossary as wett as in Section 5'2' cl'arifying the

definitions for attached and detached ADUs by al'towing detached accessory dwetl'ing

units as adopted and mandated by the NH House Bitt 577 (taws ot 2025, chapter 197)?

within the Gtossary section, the definitions woutd be amended as fottows: Accessory

Dwetting Unit (ADU) - Accessory Dwetl,ing unit means a residential, tiving unit that is

locatedonalotcontainingasingtefamiIydwel/in$wi
fue+ti6g266tthat provides independent tivingfacitities for one or more persons'

incl.uding provisions for sLeeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation on the same parcet of

Land as the principat dwel,ting unit it accompanies'

a. By adding a definition for an Attached ADu as adopted by NH House Biu 577

2025, to provide clarification and worded as follows: a unit that is within or

physicalty connected to the principat dwetling unit or completely contained

within a preexisting detached structure. Amended 7/1/25, per HB 577'

b. By adding a definition for Detached ADU as adopted by NH House Biu 577

2025 for ctarification and worded as follows: a unit that is neither within nor

physically connected to the principat dwelling unit nor completely contained

within a preexisting detached structure. and that provides independent living

facitities for one or morepersons, inctuding provisions for sleeping, eating,

cooking, and sanitation on the same parcet of land as the principal dwelling

unit it accompanies. Amended 7/1/25, per HB 577'

within Section 5.2 Accessory Dwel,ting unit, the section wou[d be amended as fottows:

One (1) accessory dwel.l,ing unit may be within or attached to a singte-famity residenee

dwelling or within a detached structuresingffifsubject to the fotl'owing

provisions (Amended 7/1/25 per H8577 2025)

5.2.2woutd be amended as fottows: An accessory dwe[ting unit shatt be constructed

within a single-famity dwetling unit;srattached to a singte-family dwelling unit;

resifutee or detached from a single-family dwetting unit. An accessor dwelling unit

shall not be permitted as attached to a two-famity unit or multi=family unit' only one



(1) ADU shall be permitted per principal dwelting unit. (Amended 7/1/25 per H8577

2025)

2. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No' 2 to the Goffstown Zoning

Ordinance, as proposed by the Ptanning Board, to amend the provisions of Accessory

DweL[ing Unit (ADUs) in Section 5.2, ctarifying ADU provisions as adopted and

mandated by the NH House Bitt 577 (taws of 2025, Chapter 197)?

Within Section 5.2 Accessory Dwetl,ing Unit, the section woutd be amended by revising

Section 5.2.3 &5.2.7 and adding Sections 5'2'8 and 5'2'9'

5.2.3

n"*rn""n *n" Uti..t fhe

owner shatt decide if they wish to hove an ottoched accessory dwelling unit as an

independent meons of ingress and egress or ingress ond egress through o common

space shored with the principal dwetling. (Amended 7/1/25) per H8577 2025)

section 5.2.7 Thelot on which the accessory dwelling unit is located shall meet the

minimum lot size requirements, and the accessory dwelling unit shall meet the

maximum height and minimum yard setback requirements, as provided in Section 4'3'

Table of Dimensional Regulations;' and

The single famih/ residen€e, er the a€€essery dwelling unit shall bet and shall remain

5.2.g. ADIJ in Non-Conforming Structures. Accessory Dwelling Units sholl be permitted

to be converted from existing structures, including, but not timited to detoched

garagest regardless of whether such structures violate current dimensional

requirements for setbocks or lot coverage. (Effective 7/L/26 per H8621- 2025)

5.2.g. An Accessory Dwelling unit may be constructed ot the same time os the principal

dwelling unit.

Note: the identicat tanguage of proposed 5.2.8 is to be added to section 14'9 Non-

Conforming Structures as 1 4.9.5.3.

3. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 3 to the Goffstown Zoning

ordinance, as proposed by the Ptanning Board, by atl,owing Mul'ti-Famity Dwel'l'ing Use

on Commercia[ty zoned Land as adopted and mandated by NH House Bitt631 (l'aws of

2025,chapter 201)? Nofe: This change would require approved commercial use on

the ground floor, except where the Planning Board grants a conditional use Permit'

Note: this Amendment would include amendingsection 3.11 Table of Uses as well as

addinga sectlon under 4.4 Multi-Family Dwetlings. The intent of this amendment is to

complywith NH House Bill631, while retainingthe requirementfor commercial use on

the ground floor in the Commercial Zone'



Amending section 3.11 Tabl.e of Uses be amended as foLl,ows: Adding Mutti-Famity

" with the condition

that: Multi-Family DwellinglJnits may be permitted on commercta Ily zoned land,

provided that adequate infrastructure for roads, Water, and sewerage systems are

availabte to support the development. The ground floor space shall be wholly

dedicated to retait or similar uses excep t where a conditional lJse Permit has been

granted by the Planning Board.

section 4.4.4 would be added as follows: section 4.4'4. Mutti-Family Dwelling units

may be permitted on commercially zoned land, provided that adequate infrastructure'

as determined by the Planning Board, for roads, Water, and sewerage systems are

availabte to support the devetopment. The ground floor space shall be wholly

dedicated to retait or similar uses excep t where a conditional l')se Permit has been

granted by the Planning Board'

4. Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 4 to the Goffstown zoning

Ordinance, as proposed by the PLanning Board, by amending Section 7'2'5' Tabte of

requiring one (1) residentiat parking space per unit and removing al'l' req

,guest parking as adopted and mandated by NH Senate Bitt 284 (taws of

258)? Al,so, adding ADU to the studio apartment category in TabLe 7'2'5

have the requirement of one space per unit'

5. Are you in favor of the adoption of No. 5 to the Goffstown Zoning Ordinance, as

proposed by the Ptanning Board, bY

Section 5.2.1 by increasing the squa re footage attowance of an Accessory Dwetting

Unit from ei ght hu ndred (800) square feet of gross floor area to nine-hundred fifty (950)

square feet of gross floor area, as attowed by NH House Bitt 577 (l'aws ot 2025, Chapter

1e7)?

6 Are you in favor of the adoption of Amendment No. 6 to the Goffstown Toning

ordinance, as proposed by the Planning Board, to amend the definition of Buildable Area

as follows: Buildabte Area - Any of the area of a parcel, except (a) submerged land area,

(b) wetlands, (c) any land within *100 feet of wetlands of at least 2,000 contiguous

squarefeet,(d)slopesinexcessofE20%,(e)@ineutilityeasements,
and (f) the area of any proposed public or private street rights-of-way, and (e) special

ftood hozard areos as de:signated by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

in its "Flood lnsurance Study for the County of Hitlsborough, N'H" dated September 25'

2009 or as omended'?

by

uirements for

2025, ChaPter
which atso wit[



7. Are you in favor of the adoption of No. 7 to the Goffstown Zoning Ordinance as

proposed bythe Ptanning Board, to move Section 13'5 Open Space Devetopmentfrom

Section 13 Over1ay Districts to Section 5 Supptemental' Standards, creating a new

Section 5.25 Open space Devetopment and amending mul,tipl,e sections under the

provisions of RSA 674:16 and RSA 674:21, lnnovative Land Use controts as wetl as

removi ng section 3.7 .2 as outti ned betow?

tUses on a Singl'e Lot, the section woutd beWithin Section 3.7 Muttipte Principa

amended by removing Section 3.7 -2

@
Ful.l. Language for open space Devetopments woutd be as fottows:

5.25 Open SPace DevetoPments

5.25.1 Authority - This section is adopted pursuant to the provisions of RSA

674:21, lnnovative Land Use Control,s. The Ptanning Board shal't administer

the appl,ication, review, and approval process for Open Space

Devel.opments
Affiment$u nder RSA 676:4'

5.25.2 Purpose and Objectives - The purpose of this Section of the Zoning

Ordinance is to atl.ow and encourage atternative sSubdivision designs that

encourage the preservation of open space and Goffstown's rural character and

permit the efficient tayout of roads, utitities, and other pubLic and private

infrastructures that are less costty to buitd and maintain white providing owners of

private property with a method for reatizing the inherent devetopment vatue of

their real. property in a manner that attows substantiat benef it to the

environment;

open space Devetopments shal,t promote the fottowing objectives:

(a) Preserve the Town's naturaI resources by reducing impacts on witdtife habitats'

forest fragmentation and protecting wetLand buffers and witdtife corridors;



(b)Preserveagricuttureandfarmingwithinthecommunitywhere
possibl.e, achieving a bal'ance between farming, open space and

residentiaI growth;

(c) Promote a naturaL system of storm water management by maintaining the high

infittration rates of undisturbed soits, minimizing erosion, reducing runoff and improving

aquifer recharge.

(d) Encourage the use of tand in accordance with its character and adaptabil'ity'

inctuding view sheds, assuring the permanent preservation of open space, and attowing

innovation and greater f texibitity in the design of residentiat devetopments;

reereatisnatrce;
(e) Provide opportunities for passive recreation;

(f) Encourage a tess sprawl.ing form of devetopment, reducing expenses for the Town

incurred by paving, stormwater structure maintenance, snow ctearing, right of way mowing'

and trash collection; and

rrrinimize erosion and to eneourage aquifer reeharge:

(g) Provide adequate setbacks and buffers to minimize any adverse effect of the use of

a property on neighboring properties.

only uses otherwise allowed in the district in which the parent lot is located,

and that have also been approved by the planning board, shall be allowed in

open space develoPments.

5.25.3 Location - An open space devetopment may be approved onty on [and tocated



within the fottowin gzoningdistricts: R-1(Medium Density Residentiat District), R-2 (High Density

Residential. District), A (Agricutturat District) or CO (Conservation Open Space District) and

having a Parent Lot of 1O acres or larger.

5.25.4Mandatory Use of the Open Space Devetopment - Any sSubdivision or other

division of [and, inctuding Lot Line Adjustments that may create additionat

devetopabte [ots, must use an open space Design in the Agricutturat and

conservation open space districts if the Parent Lot size is twenty (20) acres or

targer, unless

a) The compteted s,ubdivision-subdivision of the Parent Lot witl'

have a totat of no more than five (5) I'ots; or

b) Atl, tots in the compteted s'r*bdivisisnsubdivision of the Parent

Lot wil.t have a minimum of ten (10) acres in size'

+ 5.25.5Optional. open space Designs - open space designs are optionaI i n

tt

zoning districts where Open Space Devetopment is attowed, and where the

Parent Lot is greater than 10 acres and tess than 20 dcres-fidze'

* 5.25.6s,ubdivision-Pl.anning Board Approval, Required - An open space

Devel,opment shatt require Pl,anning Board approvat. The apptication for

approval. shatt compty with the Ptanning Boardls Devetopment

Regutations for subdivision pl,ans and standards for open space

Devel.opment.

619€r;

5.25.7 Density Determination - The number of tots permitted in an Open Space

Devetopment shatt be no greater than the number of units that woutd be permitted

in a conventionat subdivision of the Parent Lot meeting att appLicabte requirements

of the Toning ordinance and Devetopment Regutations. A yietd ptan must be

submitted in accordance with the Devetopment Regutations for open space

Devetopment.

7W



5.25,8Fl'exibitity-To-encouragefl,exibil'ityand
creativity consistent with the Open Space Devetopment concept, the Ptanning Board

may waive the requirements of the ZoningOrdinance for frontage, yard, and tot size'

@,uponafindingthatthegrantingofthewaiverwi[tpromotethe
objectives of the Open Space Devel'opment and wil't not adversety affect other

properties or the Publ'ic

3; 5.25.9 Minimum open Space Requirements. The totat minimum area of

dedicated open space shal,t equat a minimum of 500/o pefeentagsof the

siffi-1946fbuitdabl,e area;€s:ffitows: of the Lot to be subdivided'

nequiree

+ 5.25.10 Permanent Restriction of Open Space. Open space land

s h a l,t notbe ffiu sed otffihatfor recreation,

conservation, or agricuttural, purposes.@
utitities; or exeept as approved by the Ptanning Board;

5; 5.25.11 Definitions.

ffieraere')tr

{uf



pkan;

{.rsxa)ParentLot-Anytot,asitexistedonMarchll'2003'thedate
this Section of the ordinance went into effect'

(f)

ffilons


