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TOWN OF GOFFSTOWN 
PAVILION PUBLIC USE POLICY AND REQUEST 

I. POLICY PURPOSE:

  The purpose of this pavilion use policy is to:
A. Establish authorization for use;
B. Prioritize the users of facilities; 
C. Establish regulations;
D. Establish prohibitions;
E. Establish scheduling procedures;
F. Provide a hold harmless agreement; 
G. Provide a COVID-19 assumption of risk;
H. Provide an request form for pavilion use

II. AUTHORIZATION OF USE: 

Town facilities and grounds are the property of the Town of Goffstown. When not in use for town purposes, town facilities as identified in this policy may be used with the prior approval of the Town of Goffstown for purposes that promote the welfare of the Goffstown community. Ultimate authority for granting, extending, refusing and/or canceling any permitted use of town facilities is retained by the Goffstown Board of Selectmen who delegate the daily use and operations to the respective Department Heads. No person, group, or organization has any vested right to use town property; and the right to use the property for any lawful purpose is subject to approval by the Department Head who oversees the facility or grounds. Authorization for use of town facilities and grounds by non-town sponsored/sanctioned organizations shall be considered as neither an endorsement nor approval of the activity, group, or organization or the purposes they may represent.

III. PRIORITIZATION OF USERS:
The primary use of town facilities is for municipal government business. These businesses are ranked based on priority level. The full priority list and rankings can be found in the Facility and Grounds Use Policy and Application, available upon request. Local residents may use the pavilions on any said date given that no other municipal groups or organizations ranked above them request use. Due to the absence of fees for use of the pavilions, non-residents are unable to request use. 
IV. REGULATIONS:
User understands:
A. Only small, propane grills are allowed. 
B. User agrees to disinfect surfaces before and after use. Cleaning products will need to be supplied by the user and will not be supplied by the GPR Department.
C. User provided equipment or materials requires prior approval of a Department staff member.
D. User agrees to adhere to the parking restrictions of the facility and grounds.
E. User agrees to clean up the areas used. Trash is carry-in and carry-out. Failure to do so could result in fines.
F. Any damage to the facility and grounds or personal injuries occurring during normal office hours (M-F 8:00am – 4pm) notify Administration Office at Town Hall by calling 497-8990 ext. 100. If there is property damage or personal injuries after hours, notify the Goffstown Police Department at 497-4858. 
G. There is no fee for the use of the pavilion. User must keep in mind that it is a public space and they cannot prohibit anyone who visits the park from using the pavilion to sit, get out of the sun, etc. Reservations are required to avoid multiple groups using the pavilion at one time. 
H. POOL- With the use of the pavilion for events and parties the user and their guests are permitted to use the pool, given:
a. The children from said gathering do not attend the pool unsupervised 
b. There is the appropriate lifeguard staff to accommodate the gathering attendees. The lifeguard to swimmer ratio is 1:25. This ratio can alter based on lifeguard availability. 

V. PROHIBITIONS:

A. All users must comply with the town ordinance prohibiting the consumption of alcoholic beverages on town property;
B. The Town of Goffstown does not allow smoking in its facilities;
C. Sub-letting the town facility or grounds to any other person or group is prohibited;
D. Use of candles or other open flames is prohibited in town facilities.

VI. SCHEDULING PROCEDURES: 

A. Users must submit a Pavilion Use Request form prior to the date being requested to a staff member at the Parks and Recreation Department. 
B. Reservations cannot exceed 3 hours in length unless agreed upon by the parks and recreation staff beforehand. 
C. Department Head’s authorization is required for the facilities they oversee.

VII. HOLD HARMLESS:
All applicants for use of town facilities shall hold the Town of Goffstown free and without harm from any loss, damage, liability or expense that may arise during, or be caused in any way by, such use or occupancy of town facilities. Also, in the event of property loss or damage resulting from such use or occupancy of town facilities, the amount of damage shall be decided by the Department Head and a bill for damages will be presented to the group using or occupying the facilities during the time the loss or damage was sustained, if the applicant is found to be the cause.
VIII. ASSUMPTION OF RISK AND WAIVER OF LIABILITY RELATING TO CORONAVIRUS/ COVID-19

A. By accepting this wavier, I acknowledge the contagious nature of COVID-19 and voluntarily assume the risk that I, and my guests, may be exposed to, or infected by COVID-19 by reserving the Goffstown Parks and Recreation (GPR) pavilion, and that such exposure or infection may result in personal injury, illness, permanent disability, and death. 
B. I understand that the GPR pavilions are not disinfected or sanitized on a regular schedule. I understand that this heightens my risk of becoming exposed to or infected by COVID-19 while at the GPR pavilion.
C. I voluntarily agree to assume all of the foregoing risks and accept sole responsibility for any injury to my guests or myself including but not limited to, personal injury, disability, and death, illness, damage, loss, claim, liability, or expense of any kind, that my guests or myself may experience or incur in connection with my reservation of the GPR pavilion. On my behalf, and on behalf of my guests, I hereby release, covenant not to sue, discharge, and hold harmless Town of Goffstown Parks and Recreation Department, its employees, agents, and representatives, of and from the claims, including all liabilities, claims, actions, damages, costs or expenses of any kind arising out of or relating thereto. 
D. User agrees to adhere to all Governor Guidelines and regulations related to their event. This includes proper sanitization, social distancing, etc. 
