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Temporary Modification to Rcquirements for Chnnge of Party Affiliation

WIIER-EA$, orr lt'iday, March t3, 2020, the Plesident of the United States declared a
National Emergency Conceming the Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID-I9) Outbreak;
and

WHItrREA$, on Friday, March 13, 2020, ihe Oovernor issued Executive Order 2A2A-A4,
An order declaring a state of emergency due to the Novel Coronavin* {COVID-19), which
has been extended through Executive orders 2020-0s and 2020-0t; and

WIIERPAS, expetts indicate thar COVID-l9 is most commonly spread from an infected
symptomatie person to others tluough respiratory droplets, including;

' Through the air by canghing and sneeziug;. Close personal contact, sush as touching or shaking hands;
' Touching an object or surface with the virus on it, then touching your mouth,

nosc, ol'eyes before washing your h*nds"

WII$RAA$, the CDC repo*s that COVID-19 may be spread befors an infected psrson
shows synptoms of the virus; and

WI{ERI}AS, in the dnys since the Covernor declarscl a $tate of Emergency, the COVII)-1p
outbreak in New Harnpshire has expanded significantly; nnd

WIIPRIAS, the Deparhnent of Health snd hluman Sewices, Divisinn of Public Health has
found that community-based transmission ef COVru-Ig cantinues to increase irr the $tate
and has been identified in the nrajority of eounties; and

WHDR$AS, the deadline to change politicnl party affiliation bsfore the Tuesday, September 8,
2020 Slate Pdrnary is Tuesday, June Z,?Alfi, andi
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WI{ERSAS, the reduced avoilability of arrd access to town and city clerk's offices limit the
ability of voters to change their political party atfiliation prior to the Juue 2,2A20 deadline or to
file for otfice on June 12,2020, the final day of thc filing period; and

WHARtrAS, & voter who is registered as a msmber of a political party may only vote on that
party's ballot and a votsr who is registered as undeclared rnay choose to join either political party
at the polling place and vote ott the voter's cho.sen pafiy's baliot at the September 8, 2020 State
Prirnaly;and

WHSRBAS, continuing to rnaintain electiorr integrity and safeguarding the constitutional right
lo vote during the state of emorgency are ongoing priorities. Current public health restriolions do
not prcvettt a voter flom meeting the requirements for execulitrg n folm to change party
affiliation before a witness. $ocial distancing guidolines can, and shouJd be, obseryed and no
dircct contact between a voler and a witness is trecessary;

WHEREAS' the deadlinc to file tbr office in thc state primary eleotion is June 12, 2020, and
crrrent law requires that anyone filing on June t2,2A20, do so in pot'$on.

Now therefor€ pursuint to $ecfion 18 of Executive Order X020-04 ns extended hy Executive
Onlers 2020-05 anrl2020-08, it is hereby eirdcreel, etlective immediately, that:

1, The requirernents in. RSA 654:34 and RSA 654134-a that a voter seeking to change
politioalparty affiliation must nppoar in-person before thc supervisors of ths checklist or
the city/town olerk and givc an oath or affirmation is suspended through the deadline tbr
changes to political porly affiliation on June 2, 2020.

2. The $ecretary of $tate is authorizsd to estnblish an applicntiorr tbr change of politicnl
party affiliation. The information required on the application shall be substantially the
$ame as required by RSA 654:34 for election dny vcters applying to relum to undeclaled,
pmvided lhat the application form shall require that an applicarrt's signature shall be
witnessed. The Secretary of State shall make the form available to the public ou tho
dep*rtment's website, Clerks shall rnake the form available on nrunicipal websites and
upon request fi'om a votor, by mail, thx, or e*mail atlachment. ltsqusst$ for sn application
for change of political party af1iliation shall continue to be rnade on an applicant-by-
applicant basis consistent with I{$A 654:34,

3. To change political pariy affiliation, a vr:ter must mail n compleletl npplication, signed by
the voter and a witness, to tllc voter's town or city clerk. Alternatively, town or city
slsrks are authorize d to arrunge a drop-off loctrtion for complotcd applioations, The clslk
shall provide supervisors of the ch{rcklist all applications rceeived by 5:00 PM on
Tuesday, June 2, 2020.

4. Supervisars of the checklist shall act on all ponding applications at the mandatory scssion

fur change of party rogisu'ation held on June 2, 202A at 7:00 PM. A properly completed
application shall be tlented as if it were completed in-person beforc the clerk or
supervisors ancl the reguired oath'ivas given.

to7 North lvlrin streed, $t*fu r{ougc . Rm t08, concord, Novr rrnmpnhire 0sg0l
lelepb.one t60g) t71-2191 . FAX (EtI') 271-7840

websitc: httpr//ryww.govcrnor.nh. gtrv/ r Emall: govennorsunuau@nh.guv
'fIlD Accoea; lloluy NII t-800.7S6r)9&4



5' A) A voter who is not tisted on the checklist as a nember of n party in which the
voter lhought he or she was r:egistered rnay vote in that pafty's primary if the voter
altcmpted to submit an application to the voter's town or city cier.k that should have been
rcceived by the clerk by 5:00 PM on Tuesday June 2,2020. Notwithsranding RsA
654:34,I(b), wlrich prohibits a voter registered as a member of one party fi.oir changilg
pariy affiliation to a diflbrent party at a $tate Primary election ancl voting al that prima[,
il'a voter subrnits the below-deseribed affidavit at the Septembel 8, 20eO State frinrary, 

"

the voter's party affiliation shall be changed at the polling place. The voter must submit
an affidavit in the following tbr:n to the Moderator or an electian officia! clesignated by
tbe Moderator. The affidnvir shall rear{:

B) "I dsclsre that I affiliate with and generally support the candidales of the
*.:::T--"-- party. I attempted to submit an application to change my peiliticalparty
affiliation to that party to the clerk. That application should hnvc beon receivecl by the
clerk by 5:00 PM on Tuesday, Junc Z,Zt)20,

$igned under the pairrs and penalties of perjury.

_ (sigrature). September 8,2020

C) The official receiving the afiidavit shatl cause the ballot clerk to mark the change
of party on the checklist used af the election and shall provide the conrpleted affidavit lo
the supcrvisors of the checklist. The supot"visors of the checklist shall update the voter's
parly a{filiation in the $tatewide Voter Registration System.

n) The voter shall receive the ballot for the party that helghe selested irr the affldavit
to vote Bt the September 8, 20?0 State Prinrary.

6. A) A voter filing fol ofiioe in the Statc Prinraty, between Weclnesday, June 3,202A,
and Friday, Junc 12, 2020, who submitted a propolly completed application to changc his
o:,ltgr political p"arty af{iliation, but the affiliation was not changed, may changa party by
qfndsvit. The eflidavit must assert that the votsr attempted to subnrit the appllcation in i
manner sush thut it sbould have besn received by the clerk by 5:00 PM on Tuesday, June
2,2024, The voter shall submit the affidavit to the official with whom the voter is filing.
That official is authorized to accept tlre filing tbr the party pl{mary stated in ths nffidavit
as if the voter r,vere a rsgistered member of that party.Ths of{icial shall provide the
affidavit to the supervisors ofthe chscklist, The supervisors, at their next session, shall
change the votsr's parly affili*rtion in the Statewide Voter Registration Database to ths
pzu'ty stateel in the affidavit,

B) The affidavit shall readl

o'l declat'e that I affiliate with and generatly suppo$ the eancliclates of the party.
I attempted to submit an application to change my political par{y affiliation to that party
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to the clerk in r manner that it should have been received try the clerk by 5:00 PM on
Tuesday, June 2, 20?0.

Signed under the pains and penaltics of perjury

(signature) 
".._(date)

7.'l'herequirementinRSA655:l6thatapersonfilingforofficeonthelastdayofthe fiiing
pcriod, June 12, 202A, mHst lile in-person is waived for the 2020 State Primary. Clerks
are aulfiorized to anange a drop-off losation for which those filing for offioe can submit
their filings.

Oiven nntler nry hand and seal at the Executive
Chambers i:r Cotrcord, this 13th rlay of May, iu
thc yoal of Our Lorcl, two rhousand and twenty,
and the independence of lhe United litates of
America, lwo hundred and furty-four.
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